Society, I must claim your indulgence for my mentioning in detail several circumstances which might have been omitted had I prepared the paper solely with a view to its obstetric interest; but as, from the first, the questions involved were as much of a medicolegal character as of an obstetrical, I have described the case in full, and have not since had an opportunity of recasting the facts which are of special interest to the obstetrician.
The patient, Mrs Howard, aged 45, living hand, the significant fact that her husband, who partook ol the same food, was similarly affected, points, I think, to the probability that the violence of the vomiting and diarrhoea was really the cause of the ultimate rupture, and that the occasional pains which she had experienced during the week were due to the preliminary stretching and slight laceration of the distended tube, which was finally ruptured by the strain put upon the system in the act of vomiting.
